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S o uth S an F ranc isc o 's M ulti- Unit S mo king
O rd inanc e N o w in E ffe c t
Ordinance also prohibits smoking in any enclosed or unenclosed
multi-unit residence common areas, as well as the use of
electronic smoking devices
SO UTH SAN F RANCI SCO , Calif., June 1, 20 17 - The South San
Francisco City Council has taken a strong stand by banning smoking in multiunits, effective immediately. Smoking in multi-units, or any property with two
or more units that has at least one or more shared wall, floors, or ceilings, or a
shared ventilation system, is no longer allowed in the City of South San
Francisco.
"Tobacco smoke poses major health risks to smokers and those in the vicinity
of smokers, and as a Council, it was important for us to take a stand and
provide protections to our residents that choose not to smoke," said South San
Francisco Mayor Pradeep Gupta. "Even brief exposure to secondhand smoke
can be harmful," he added.
This ordinance is particularly timely given June is Men's Health Month and
according to the World Health Organization, globally, about 40 percent of men
smoke as compared with nearly nine percent of women. However, the
epidemic of tobacco use among women is increasing in some countries.
Worldwide, second-hand smoke causes 430,000 adult deaths per year. Sixtyfour percent of these deaths occur in women.

Changes to the City of South San F rancis co O rdinance
According to the ordinance, "Common area" means every enclosed and every
unenclosed area of a multi-unit residence where residents of more than one
unit and/or their guests are entitled to enter or use, including, but not limited
to, elevators, hallways, stairways, lobbies, lounges, recreation rooms, exercise
facilities, shared restrooms, shared cooking or eating facilities, shared laundry
rooms, community rooms, parking garages, swimming pools, playgrounds,
pathways, and courtyards.
"Multi-unit residence" means any property with two or more units and has at
least one or more shared walls, floors, or ceilings. Additionally, a property that
has two or more units and has a shared ventilation system is considered a
Multi-unit residence.
A Multi-unit residence does not include the following:
(1) a single-family residence with a detached in-law or secondary dwelling
unit;
(2) a single residence in which rent is shared by the residents; and
(3) a hotel or motel that meets the requirements of California Civil Code
section 1940, subdivision (b)(2).
The use of electronic smoking devices is also prohibited in multi-unit
residences and common areas. We strongly encourage you to review the entire
amended Chapter 8.50: "Regulation of Smoking" of the City's Municipal Code,
available at http://qcode.us/codes/southsanfrancisco/.
Help is Available
The San Mateo County Health System has resources for residents who are
looking to quit smoking. There are many tools that can help you stop smoking.
Experts agree that the more support a smoker has, the better the chances they
will be smoke-free for life.
Medications that fight cravings and nicotine replacement therapy products (like
nicotine patches, gum, and lozenges) can also help with the physical addiction
to tobacco products. Most insurance companies, including Medi-Cal, cover
nicotine replacement therapies.
There are many resources available online to assist you in your quit attempt,
but we recommend that you seek the support of local tobacco quit classes or
the California Smokers' Helpline (1-800-NO-BUTTS). It is also important to
seek assistance from your medical provider so they can support you.
About South San Francisco
The City of South San Francisco proudly remains The Industrial City, a reflection of its steel mill and
ship building past, redefined to reflect the innovative, entrepreneurial and industrious spirit which has
made South San Francisco the Biotech Capital of the World, with 214 active biotech companies and

growing. A vibrant community of 64,585 residents, South San Francisco enjoys a high quality of life
with an extensive public parks system, active library and learning programming and a dynamic,
engaged community making South San Francisco a great place to live, learn, work and play.
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